Always a Club for Me
By: Dwayne Shamburger

Each and every time I pull into my garage I’m welcomed by a very special sign.  The sign is constructed by two landscape timbers positioned vertically with three planks of wood bolted to the timbers horizontally.  The planks are painted white with words carefully carved out and filled in blue.  The sign reads, “Crappie Barge – 5 Dollars Per/Person – Please Pay At Office”.  

The sign, which once stood at the end of the Cypress Springs Marina Crappie Barge walkway, now serves as a pleasant reminder as to why I love being part of a bass club.  It was my mother that hooked me on fishing.  She was hooked by her father.  It was my mother who found the fishing barge that would become my personal training grounds as I grew into an angler.  I fished that barge for over 20 years before they tore down that old marina.  I was allowed the pleasure of sawing down the sign as a keepsake…I strapped it to the luggage rack of my little car and drove it home to where it now stands.
Over that 20 plus years I learned the ropes of fishing for several species of fish.  Obviously I became addicted to bass fishing.  During this time I would learn how to modify crank baits, fish plastics, skip tubes, tick a spinner bait through grass, jig fish, give a top water its proper action…all from total strangers, many of which later became friends.  I owe so much of what I know today to those who chose to share their knowledge and passion of the sport with me, a kid fishing with his mother.
When I learned that there were groups of anglers that were members of a “bass club” who allowed “non-boaters” to fish and learn from more experienced anglers…I jumped at the chance!  Not only would I have the chance to compete and test my skills against others but I would have the opportunity to gain further knowledge from even more experienced anglers…all while giving back to the very grassroots community of fishermen who took the time guide me as a beginning angler.  Thus began the journey…
Now, it’s all about giving back.  One can never know all there is about bass fishing…it’s simply impossible.  However, the real reward is in sharing what you know with others and taking the time to learn from them in return.  To me, that’s what a bass club is about.   That’s why, even with all the choices out there, it’s always a club for me.
