Does a Bear Take a (you know) in the Woods?
By Dwayne Shamburger

As for the title…you just had to be there.  Chances are if you attended our regular season ending tournament you get the joke.  If you didn’t, let’s just say you missed the single most creative argument for having “marked” a fishing spot in the history of EVER!  

Our October tournament was a blast!  While some of us stayed at a lake house on Lake ‘O the Pines, others opted to say in town at the lodge.  Either way, everyone showed up for the cookout and enjoyed the fine offerings.  Grilled sausage, slow cooked brisket, Samantha’s now famous salads and tons of assorted sides satisfied our hungry anglers.  
As always brownies and a poker game sufficed for an entertaining nightcap.  Stories were told, a raccoon was ran off Derk’s front deck (poor little creature) and Jim was nearly chased down by Samantha after having snuck out a side door.  See, we saw someone outside near the boats and thought the person was an intruder.  Just as with the guy who broke into our garage, Samantha took off out the door after a surprised Jim.  Something tells me Jim will use the front door next time.  Good times, good times!

The water at ‘Pines crested at a whopping 13 feet high!  Traditional floaters weren’t the only water hazards as floating barrels, full sized wooden docks and tons of assorted debris littered the lake.  Fortunately all of our anglers came back safe and sound with little to no property damage.  

The father/son team of Lester and Derk Arnold slammed the door shut on the rest of the field!  Their two day weight totaled just over 35 pounds!  With this decisive victory Derk went on to clam the 2009 Angler of the Year Award.  Congratulations guys!
This tournament saw the feared team of Jim Row and Brandon Shook have a tough time finding keepers, which is very rare.  Nonetheless, Brandon Shook built enough of a points cushion that he still summed up the Co-Angler of the Year Award.  Way to go Brandon – it’s well deserved!

Sam and Glenda Moore easily took 2nd Place in this event.  Meanwhile Dan Amend and Derk Arnold took home the big bass prizes.  Coming in 3rd was John Miller and I.  After pairing together 3 times now we finally caught a break.

It was a great time for all and quite a way to cap off our 2009 season.  I’m honored to have been a part of it.  Let’s do it again soon!
See you at the Classic folks!
