Ushering In Plano Bass Angler's 39th' Season – January 2011 Lake Welsh     

   
 Why do so many bass fishermen return to Lake Welsh season after season, in the most grueling conditions of the year, to chase "Old Bucket-Mouth?"  Because you can catch ‘em…and I mean you can really get on ‘em! 

There were reports of 30 or more bass caught by our anglers in this and last year’s tourney at Welsh. I would say that’s a great day on the water, but you’d better catch some "torpedoes."  The dreaded but respected 18 inch or greater legal limit is tough to say the least.  Still, all in all, Lake Welsh is one of East Texas's best power-plant lakes. It offers angling opportunities not typical for this time of year on any other lake.  Beds were seen with actively guarding bass on them, making for some exciting sight fishing.

Reports from many anglers said the bass were on a strong craw pattern and those who threw anything that resembled a mudbug had success.  Bass were also caught shallow as 1' foot and as deep as 24' feet.  The best reported depth for keeper bass was around the 14' foot depth range. It was a good lesson for bank beaters like me. 

The launch ramp was a little tricky for some and crowded as usual.  We appreciate everyone’s patience.  Man, the fog was thick again…you could cut it with a knife. It followed many of us home this time, covering a good part of Texas the night after the tournament was over.  You have to love the weather though, wet, dreary and cold.  I’m glad the whole thing went off without a hitch and all made it home safely. 

 The low water level left some old hot spots high and dry, creating new ones for us to find. But Paul Wirta had no trouble finding them though, taking Big Bass in patented fashion.  He and his partner Ernest Fruge combined for 3rd place netting a 3.67 pound bass. Second Place Team Wes Potts and Brian Cole were at the right place with the right lure helping them to weigh-in 6.83 pounds.  Laser lures maybe?  Kevin Taffe and I found the pattern within the pattern and took 1st place with 3 nice ones caught by Kevin for 8.51 pounds. 
Congrats to our winners and thanks to those who participated. We hope to see you and the rest of the club at our next meeting:  February 15th 7:00pm at Spring Creek in Garland located on 78 and Bush.  Don’t forget, it’s on Tuesday instead of Monday in regards to Valentine’s Day.  We'll go over the details for the next Tournament at Lake Monticello on February 19th.  

In closing I would like to thank all the members of P.B.A. for the opportunity that has been given to me as Secretary. It’s truly a pleasure to assist the club and the officers in making one of the best seasons yet. With almost one thousand pounds brought to the weigh-in scales in 2010, who knows what’s in store for 2011!

Plano Bass Angler’s Secretary, 

Jon Gilmore 
