

“Lessons Learned”

By: Dwayne Shamburger

While preparing for this tournament (about three weeks ago) I experienced a touch of déjà-vu.  It seemed every piece of the scientific puzzle pointed to a pattern I witnessed during the month of May (last year) on Bob Sandlin’s middle sister, Cypress Springs.

Going into the tournament on my beloved Cypress Springs, the prevailing pattern was clear – flipping, pitching & punching “gator grass”.  The same could be said for the floating water hyacinth, a floating version of the “cabbage” that has been known to nearly swallow small coves while providing much needed shade to bass.  Several tournaments (prior to our club competition on Cypress) had produced 15lb + limits utilizing this very pattern.

When it came time to compete in our Cypress Springs tournament, the pattern had shifted.  It took a little while for my partner and I to realize this before having to make a mad rush at the end to pull out a team victory.  At the end of the day, our keepers came out of a personal “milk run” I had developed for the lake…NOT a single keeper came from the targeted water vegetation.

As I prepared for our ’09 tournament on Bob Sandlin, I had a flashback.  The water temp, late transitioning spawners from the shallows, general weather patterns…it all appeared to be the exact conditions that led up to last year’s tourney on Cypress.  However, there were two differences.  This year we’ve experience much more rainfall than by this point last year and the week’s preceding temps were several degrees hotter.  This led me away from the “cabbage pattern” and more in the direction of shaded docks, deep water haunts & “milk run” favorites.

I made a mistake.  Three of the top 4 teams had at least some form of plans for fishing the floating vegetation.  Two of them (Brian and Paul Wirta / Shawn O’Malley and Chris Traynor) produced in and around the vegetation with regularity.  I made a critical error in not listening to my gut and instead, trying to jump ahead and cut the fish off on their way to their deep summer home.  Oops.

The moral of the story is - it’s simply a lesson learned.  If you don’t already, make a habit of keeping a fishing log.  Keep a detailed summary of weather patterns, water temps, wind directions….as well as where, when and what you catch your keepers on.  Compare this information when studying for the upcoming tournament…compare past years…compare similar patterns.  It will only make you a better, more knowledgeable angler.

Whatever you do - if you have a gut instinct, at least give it a try.  Don’t do like I did and abandon the instinct just to get waxed by your fellow club mates.

Take care and until next month,

Dwayne

