It’s Not A Fluke!!!

The month of May found our club hosting its 2nd Annual “Get Together” Tournament on the beautiful Lake Fork.  In a show of appreciation of all they’ve done for us over the past year, our official tournament headquarters were located at Lake Fork Marina.

After having off and on rain during the week, Saturday proved to be quite overcast…making the prospects of bed fishing a little more complicated than first thought.  As thoughts began to wander to the evening’s festivities, two teams decided to turn this one into a hard fought brawl!

In First Place at the end of day one was none other than the team of Shawn O’Malley and Chris Traynor…proving their success of late is no fluke!  Right behind them was the team of Jim Rowe and Brandon Shook who are very accustomed to landing “in-the-money”.   Jim also had Saturday’s Big Bass which pushed the boundaries of the 16’’ slot limit with an amazing weight of 2.46lbs.  In Third Place was the father and son team of Paul & Brian Wirta who brought in 5 fish for almost 8 1/2 lbs.  

Saturday night saw an amazing line of storms roll through the area.  Nearly six inches of rain fell overnight causing the lake to raise some two feet past where it was the night before.  However the annual cook-out was spared any severe weather and as usual, a friendly game of cards broke out afterwards…to the tune of flickering lights and 50+ mph winds.  Larry Crutchfield was luckier than usual as he and Loyd Pittman were the only two to leave with smiles on their faces.  Next time boys…next time!

In a show of things to come, Chris Traynor took the “grand prize” at the cook-out raffle winning a Black Dog Shellcracker Swimbait valued at $65!!  At the weigh-in Sunday he and his partner, Shawn O’Malley, would go on to win the 2-day tourney with an amazing 30.63lbs!!!  Congrats guys, you deserve it!!  A wire-to-wire win!!

In second remained the team of Rowe and Shook as they kept intact their string of placing “in-the-money”.  Their 2-day total of 24.58lbs was enough to easily take second.  Same song…simply a different venue.

Coming in third was the father and son team of Derk & Lester Arnold!  Their two day total of 15.98lbs coasted them to their Third Place finish.  It seems Derk will have a little something to say about the Angler of the Year race yet!!!

Sunday’s Big Bass Award went to my partner John Miller.  John, the recipient of the Bonham tournament’s “Skunk Flag”, was determined to “get the stink out”.   He worked for almost two full days for a dink worthy of removing the flag from its proudly flown position…tied to the pedestal of his front butt seat.  Alas, at 2:40pm on Sunday, John caught the dink he was looking for.  It was the perfect slot lake fish…a 2.43lb beauty!  Way to go partner, you earned it!!

Congratulations to all our winners and a big thanks to everyone who came out and supported our fine sponsor!  See you next month!!

Dwayne Shamburger – President, Plano Bass Anglers

