Mother Nature decided to play havoc with our first tournament of the year. It was 29 degrees at takeoff, north winds at 11 mph giving the teams a wind chill of 17 degrees.  Cold temps and blowing winds kept the anglers shivering in their cold weather gear.  Ice on rod eyes, fingertips and wind blown cheeks made it a difficult day on the lake.  However, despite the brutal conditions, 5 anglers managed to bring in some quality fish over the 18” slot.  Boaters beware, this was a tournament dominated by our co-anglers with Michael Wilkins bringing in the big bass of the day – 4.43 lbs – which also won the tournament for him and his boating partner Jerry Dillard.  Congratulations also go out to the other co-anglers – Jerry Campos, Chad Crutchfield, and Brandon Shook.  The lone boater was Kyle Jones who caught his keeper 30 minutes before weigh-in.

There are some stories that got back to me that will amuse most of you. It seems that some people wanted to test their boats and equipment as to how much abuse they could take. 

 Jerry Dillard and Michael Wilkins managed to hit every (or almost every) stump in the lake including one that almost put the nose of the boat in the water – want to hear more about that one.

Jerry Campos and Rick Dusek decided to crash the reeds to get to Jerry’s fish and strangled the trolling motor, which left it inoperable for almost an hour.  

All in all, it was a very nice turnout for our first tournament of the year and congratulations to all who braved the weather conditions and caught fish whether they were keepers or not.

Fish hard, stay safe and have fun,

Mimi Thompson

Secretary of PBA

972-571-2755

